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Abstract:

Leptospirosis, a worldwide distributed zoononis caused by bacteria of the genus Leptospira (antigenically
classified into serovars), may be direct or indirectly transmitted through infected urine or environment.
Several domestic and wild animals are leptospirosis reservoirs. The disease presents occupational
character since it is widely reported in professionals that work in humid environments - such as sewage
workers and fishermen - and in places where rodents or susceptible animals are found, like
slaughterhouses and veterinary clinics. In developing countries, outbreaks are related to lack of sanitation,
overcrowding in inadequate housing and climatic conditions. In developed countries, sporadic cases occur
in aquatic recreational activities including swimming and triathlon. The diagnosis of leptospirosis is complex
due to the variety of symptoms, disease severity and the lack of techniques that are able to early detect the
infection. Thus, leptospirosis causes numerous public health problems and educational activities are very
important to its control.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Freshwater

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Central/South America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

Author(s): Ullmann LS, Langoni H
Year: 2011

Journal: The Journal of Venomous Animals and Toxins Including Tropical Diseases. 17
(2): 119-129

Page 1 of 2

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Zoonotic Disease

Zoonotic Disease: Other Zoonotic Disease

Zoonotic Disease (other): Leptospirosis

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status, Workers

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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